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Election Reminders
While Tuesday's spotlight will be focused on the 

'spirited contest for the Democratic convention dele- 
fates being waged by Senators Kennedy and McCarthy. 
local voters should not forget the very important duty 
they have to punch their ballots for major local offices.

In earlier editions, the Press-Herald has recom 
mended the re-election of Supervisors Burton W. Chace 
and Kenneth Hahn, and of District Attorney Evelle J. 
Younger.

Supervisors Chace and Hahn, both veterans of 
public service, have served well and productively as 
supervisors. Both have earned the support of voters 
in their bids for re-election.

District Attorney Younger, who left the Superior 
Court bench four years ago to become the county's 
chief law enforcement officer, has become one of the 
nation's most respected leaders in that field. A former 
FBI agent and judge, Younger is professionally 
equipped for his assignment, and has been one of the 
belt in that office in county history. His re-election 
Tuesday is not only deserved, it is vital to the continued 
emphasis this community has placed on reasoned law 
enforcement.

Locally, the Press-Herald also has recommended 
the election of George R. Perkovich Jr. to a new term 
as judge of the South Bay Municipal Court. Judge 
Perkovich has strong backing of the legal profession 
in the community he serves and has performed with 
distinction in one of the busiest courts of the South 
land,

Doesn't Anyone Have Faith In The Dollar? SACRAMENTO SCENE

The Price of Security HERB CAEN SAYS:
" Sweden is considered an advanced welfare state. 
In Sweden, the government 'takes care" of you from 
birth to death. But the bill for this kind of care come! 
high. Those who live in the delusion that government 
provides free service! will find it instructive to com 
pare the taxes paid by U.S. citizens against those paid 
by Swedish citizens.

In the United States, which so far is only partly 
welfarized, taxes take about 22 per cent of a single 
person's income and about 18 per cent of the income 
ef a married couple without children. Social-welfare 
Sweden is the highest taxed nation in Europe. Total 
taxes paid by the average worker in Sweden now ex- 
coed 40 per cent of his income, according to U.S. News 
A World Report. Swedish people in the medium bracket
 incomes of about $8,000 a year pay well over 50 
per cent if all taxes are added up.

No, the security of the welfare state is not free. 
Moreover, it is provided at the expense of liberty, for 
certainly there can be little liberty where people have 
lost the power of decision^ over their productive effort},

Things One Remembers
No electronic or mechanical contrivance of the 

human mind will ever be 100 per cent reliable. I had 
an interesting illustration of this as a passenger on 
an airline departing from Chicago recently. The flight 
appeared to be delayed at the end of the runway for 
an unconscionably long time along with other aircraft. 
Finally the pilot announced that traffic flow had been 
disrupted by a breakdown in radar facilities. After 
more than an hour, we were cleared for takeoff. Thus, 
a breakdown in a vital electronic facility, owned and 
operated by the federal government at one of the busi 
est air terminal areas in the world where the safety 
of hundreds of lives at any^given moment depends 
upon 100 per cent reliability, demonstrated the inevit 
able fallibility of man.

At present, a proposal called the Electric Power 
Reliability Act is before Congress. Its political advo 
cates strive to sell the people on the idea that more 
governmental regulation can Increase the reliability 
of electric service, although the record of the electric 
industry in this respect comes within some two hun- 
dreths of one per cent of perfection. It has been point 
ed out that further government control of the investor- 
owned electric industry, of the kind envisaged, would 
alow industry progress and result in less reliability.
--. Before attempting to legislate perfection in the 
e|i)ctric industry, which operates at a level of depend 
ability that already approaches perfection, why don't 
the regulators seek perfection, if such a thing is pos 
sible, in the government operation of vital electronic 
aids on the airways. By R. D. HO/ST in the Industrial 
New* Rrview.

Sleuths Go All the Way 
In Hunt for Bare Facts
Item suitable for inclu 

sion in a time capsule; The 
San Mateo County Sher 
iffs office, exercised by 
cavorting nudlea at a local 
beach, now has plain- 
clothes nudies stationed 
there on the weekends. 
For this we have the sol 
emn word of the county 
manager. . . . Adman How 
ard Gossage is relieved 
that the cut-off date for 
heart transplants is around 
30: "One of the few remain 
ing joys of middle age is 
the kfopledge thqt we 
 wen"tb»*ut-Kp like chick 
en partf." . .. S- F.'s new. 
e»t multi-million dollar in 
dustry must be the Stove 
McQueen film, "Bullitt," 
which has been shooting 
for weeks and "till ha§ a 
few weeks to go. The bud 
get has now passed the $5 
million mark (and climb 
ing). ... Latest status sym 
bol for the Financial Dis 
trict set: an attache case 
containing a telephone and 
all sorts of sophisticated 
Circuitry that enables the 
carrier to make a call from 
just about anywhere. Call 
ed the Commander 701, it 
sells for $2140, or $46 a 
month on lease. About

Armour, who will always be ever, the dog who ha* been 
remembered as fine for "The campaigning with the Sen- 
older I get the less I pine ator ia ivjw., .  .»«, It for/Things I have to stand "*«" », a sewer, u 
in line for." . . . Sometimes 
I get the feeling that Mus 
tangs, like paper clips and 
wire coat-hangers, reproduce 
in the night. I congratulate 
Ford on this smashing suc 
cess, but the time is coming 
when at least one car In 
every accident will be a

has room for two skinny 
sandwiches or one fat one.

wT *f "W

WeU, I didn't mean to go 
and get nostalgic about tele 
phones, for heaven's sake. I 
forget what I meant to say 
because these damn phones 
keep ringing in their self- 
important way and 1 oan't 
wait to hear who wants me 
to do what for whom. Hello? 
Hello?

Who said this dept.: "The 
trouble with the rst race is 
that the rats seem to be win 
ning." Maybe U was Richard

Report From Our Man 
In San Francisco

Mustang and Is that an ac 
ceptable Image? ... A house 
is a house is a house: Many 
of the old houses of ill re 
pute on Padflc St. are now 
occupied by advertising 
agencies; nothing changes 
but the price. . . . Phyllis 
Diller, divulging her inner 
most secret: "My Living Bra 
has five times the life ex 
pectancy of Sophia Loren'i."

^* iV *&
Caenfetti: Being a drama 

critic Isn't all glamorous 
first nights and aisle seats. 
Stanley Eichelbaum of the 
San Francisco Examiner, for 
Instance, has a broken nose, 
conferred by an amateur 
critic. . . Welcome aboard: 
Cass Canfleld, boas of the 
mighty Harper it Row pub 
lishing empire,, has hopped 
aboard the Richard Brauti- 
gan bandwagon after read 
ing bis "Trout Fishing In 
America," the most charm- 
Ing book by a San Francis 
can dnce the early-whlrly 
Saroyans. But would success 
spoil Richard BrauUgan? 
R.B:. "I should be ever so 
pleased to find out" . . . 
Musical note: The Jefferson 
Airplane's next album will 
feature a cover photo of Bru- 
mus, Sen. Bob Kennedy's big 
black Labrador   the one 
that goes around biting peo 
ple, even Democrat!. How-

ator is Freckles, a * 
jumped aboard a plane when 
Bob was leaving New York, 
and he didn't have the heart 
to kick it off, thereby sewing 
up the dog-lovers' vote. Poor 
Checkers.

•to -it *
Pacific Tell A Tell: The 

phone strike provided one 
sight out of 1984 last week: 
a lone striker picketing a 
building that contained 
naught bat a computer, op 
erating a* usual. ... I don't 
know how he finds out these 
things, but Chase Webb dis 
covers that the term MAea- 
pulco Gold" has been regis 
tered In Washington in an 
ticipation of the day mari 
juana is legalized. The TV 
commercial oughta be some 
thing. ... The Army still has 
a language all it* own. Pvt. 
Billy Gann, on a hunger 
strike at the S.F. Preeidlo 
Army Base to protest the 
war, wasn't In solitary con 
finement, sir, he was in "ad 
ministrative segregation." In 
Billy's case, an all-black 
room measuring three pacee 
by one. Still, it's an improve 
ment over his previous "seg 
regation": an all-white room 
with a light burning 24 
hour* a da?.

* * *
Stuffed shirtism: In a re 

cent piece on the '06 fire- 
quake, I wondered what had 
become of that special S.F. 
spirit, and of the many an 
swers rec'd, I like best this 
one from the pioneer lawyer, 
William Logan: "The trouble 
started when some people 
decided the city was too 
'precious' to be called Frisco. 
You know what happens to a 
man who insists on being 
addreseed as J. Algernon 
Chessworthy instead of 
Jim." Frisco Forever?

Capitol N*w* *«rvlc«

SACRAMENTO The most 
hectic week of the 1968 ses 
sion of the legislature saw 
some action taken on prop 
erty tax relief measure* and 
some big reaction* to the 
Oregon primary election.

The assembly passed and 
sent to the senate a bill de 
signed to give $190 million 
in property tax relief to 
property owners. But it 
passed with a lot of Demo 
cratic changes which Gover 
nor Ronald Reagan and his 
administration and support 
ers said killed any chance* 
of the bill'* being enacted 
into law.

The Oregon primary elec 
tion found Governor Reagan 
built even more solidly to 
his non-candidate position. 
But, as the only Republican 
other than Richard M. 
Nixon who has received 
any substantial primary elec 
tion votes, Reagan's position 
as a non-candidate for the 
vice presidency became 
even more significant.

There were some long 
faces in the camp of those 
supporting Senator Robert 
F. Kennedy, namely, Assem 
bly Speaker Jesse M. Unruh, 
Kennedy's campaign chair 
man in California. Unruh 
said a victory by Kennedy 
in California's primary elec 
tion June 4 is absolutely es 
sential to keep Kennedy 
alive as a "believable candi 
date."

The lawmakers took off 
for a six-day recess to cover 
Memorial Day, the weekend 
and the primary election. 
Although they have been in 
session since the first of 
January, almost all of the 
work of the legislature still 
remains to be accomplished. 
With the exception of an 
education bill, transferring 
more control over curricu 
lum selection to the local 
level, nothing of major im 
portance ha* been passed in 
the five months. The legis 
lature must pass a budget 
by June 30 and Is expected 
to complete Its work by

about the end of .July. This 
will permit member* to at 
tend the nation*! party con 
ventions in August. Mean 
while, the committee system 
in the legislature   the 
main system for coming to 
grips with the bills   has 
been suffering because of 
poor attendance. Time after 
time, committees operate on 
bare quorum*, where the

Review of Major News 
On the Sacramento Scene
presence of one "no" vote 
spell* disaster for a bill, 
with the result the bill is 
continued for a hearing a 
week later when the same 
conditions prevail.

•to -tr -fr
The property tax relief 

bill started out a* an admin 
istration measure to pass 
along $155 million a year to 
county supervisors, permit 
ting them to lower property 
tax rates. But the Demo 
cratic majority in the assem 
bly loaded up the bill with 
amendments making signifi 
cant changes. The amend 
ments would take $35 r-il- 
lion earmarked by Governor 
Reagan for a reduction in 
income tax rates in the mid 
dle-income brackets and add 
it to the package. They 
would limit effectiveness of 
the bill to one year and pro 
vide the bill would not be 
come effective unless a con 
stitutional amendment was 
passed by both bouses. The 
changa in the constitution, 
which would let the legisla 
ture make changes in prop 
erty assessment procedures, 
is unacceptable to Republi 
cans. Governor Reagan and 
others said the Democratic 
action in insisting on the 
amendments killed any 
chance of the bill's being 
passed this year.

* * *
Another tax relief pro 

posal slipped through the 
assembly with bt-partisan 
support. This was AB808- 
Veneman, which would 
exempt 15 per cent of busi

ness inventories from prop 
erty taxes, beginning in 
1970. The 196? legislature 
provided funds for this tax 
relief by setting aside 
I/14th of the tax on bank* 
and corporation*. The gover- 
nor and many legislators ' 
have agreed the business 
inventory tax should be 
abolished but replacement 
revenue* must be found for 
local government. Hence 
the phase-out plan, where it 
will be reduced by IS per 
cent as a starter.

A major bill on smog con 
trol finally has been ap 
proved by the assembly and 
tent to the senate. This was 
AB357-Foran, which sets up 
the toughest standards in 
the nation for control of 
exhaust emissions of afar pol 
lutant* from automobiles. 
After many hours of debate, 
the bill was changed to pro 
vide for a hearing board to 
consider requests from man 
ufacturers to be granted 
exemptions from the stiff 
requirements. However, the 
board could be activated 
only If the federal govern 
ment declared California's 
bill was too strict and re 
voked the waiver which per 
mits the state to have 
stronger smog - control re 
quirements for auto* than 
any other states. 

~fr ft "to
The tumult at San Fran 

cisco state college, where 
students have been holding 
the campus during much of 
the final exam period, has 
resulted in the resignation 
of Dr. John SummersKill as 
president. Summerskill had 
been In the news last year 
as itudent* rioted and took 
over several buildings. At 
the time he declined to call 
in San Francisco police for 
fear of turning the affair 
into a full-fledged riot. The 
president was criticized by 
may for this lack of action 
but was praised by others 
for averting a disaster. A 
successor was expected to 
be named quickly.

WILLIAM HOGAN

We are all characters in 
"God's novel," according to 
the novelist, short story writ 
er and journalist Isaac Bash- 
evi* Singer, and as such are 
all "immortal." Whatever 
form this continuing experi 
mental narrative may take, 
"God's novel" is certainly 
the greatest of all suspense 
stortee.

Audiences for Singer's 
books have grown widely 
over the yeen, from "The 
Family Moskat" (1945) to 
the autobiographical "In My 
Father's Court" of last year. 
His rich, philosophic, joyous 
fiction is anchored In Cen 
tral European Jewry with all 
its traditions, sufferings and 
humor.

Born in Poland in 1904, he 
attended a rabbinical semi 
nary In Warsaw; first wrote 
fiction in Hebrew, then, like 
his late older brother I. J. 
Singer (The Brothers Ash- 
kenaxi") turned to the rich 
ly expressive Yiddish in

KOYCE BRIER

Many Great Strategists Have Their Fuzzy Moments
"Read Admiral H. E. Kim 

mel, retired, who died re 
cently at the age of 86, was 
at early breakfast in Hawaii 
Dec. 7,1941. So was Lieuten 
ant General W. C. Short, hi* 
opposite In the Army.

Neither knew a Japanese 
fleet with bombers was bard 
by, nor did naval head 
quarter* in Washington, nor 
President Roosevelt. In fact, 
we bad cracked the Japa 
nese code, but hadn't both 
ered to tell Kimmel or 
Short.

Both commanders were 
tkje objects of extensive in 
vestigation, and at one stage 
ware charged with "derelic 
tion of duty" But there 
Were plenty of red necks 
concentrated in Washington,

and they never had the gall 
to make outright scapegoats 
of Kimmel and Short.

Kimmel, of course, never 
had a chance to prove if he 
was an effective fleet com- 
niander. But you never can 
tell. Posdhljr Short, bad he 
been In Manila, would not 
have left his bombers as sit 
ting ducks on Clark Field. 
as did General MacArthur.

One blunder, one moment 
of inattention or confusion, 
will usually cook a war com 
mander. Many of our Ameri 
can heroes hailed as minor 
Lord Nelsons or Hannibal*, 
exhibited some fussy pe 
riods at the beginning of 
their careers'.

Who, for instance, will 
ever forget General Wash 
ington's Trenton   Princeton, 
1776, which rousted Corn- 
wallit from the Jerseys, or 
Us assemblage of far-flung 
forces on Yorktown, 1781, 
which again confounded

Opinions on A/fairs 
of JHf World

Cornwall!* and 
Revolution?

ended the

But the General was no 
Hannibal prior to Trenton, 
at Long Island, a badly mis 
managed battle. Ho barely 
got his beaten little army to 
Manhattan in a fog. Even a 
dub like William How* ma

neuvered him off the island, 
and then ' captured 3,000 
Continentals in a fort, also 
sitting ducks, while the Gen 
eral wrung his hands on the 
Je *ey shore.

The happy thing about the 
General was that he had 
such itature, even then, that 
they couldn't cashier him, 
and If they could, what 
would they get? More ama 
teurs, mostly phonies.

* * -to
In our modern wan. Per- 

shing and Elsenhower were 
hardly great itrattgists, 
though MacArthur was a 
good one, if a bit overcome 
with it.

If you're looking for a 
bumbling start, you needn't

look beyond the illustrious 
Grant. Halfway through the 
war, at Vicksburg, he was 
brilliant, but in his first 
great battle, Sbiloh, he didn't 
teem to know which end of 
a field piece fired.

<r> -fr -tr
Like Kimmel, he was at 

 arly breakfast April 6, 
1862, at his headquarters in 
a hamlet named Savannah, 
nine mile* down the Tennes 
see River from Ballon field. 
Ha had juit finished telling 
hi* adoring staff ha didn't 
forsee s fight, when an aide 
whispered to him that artil 
lery was rumbling uprtver. 
The reality was 42,000 Con 
federates were within two 

of his outposts, and

Sherman, a roils from Shl- 
loh church, didn't know it.

So Grant ordered Up his 
headquarters boat, on which 
he had been commuting, 
like a modern executive, re 
marking it was probably a 
feint, and when he go there 
all hell had broken loose, 
and thousand! were already 
falling in the tangled woods. 
Grant sweated all day to 
save hie shirt, and only 
darkness saved it for him. 
Otherwise you would never 
have heard of Grant.

So you never can tell. One 
thing, if you are going to be 
sharp In battle, it I* well to 
have equally sharp superiors 
In Washington, or London, 
or whatever.

which he still writes. With 
a collaborator, he translates 
bis orglnial Into English, 

 fr <r -to
Singer talked about him- 

aetf, his philosophy, about 
Hebrew and Yiddish litera 
ture during a recent seminar 
on Jewish Writing and Mod 
ern Experience held at the 
University of California at 
Berkeley.

Since his arrival in this

Browsing Through tkt 
World of Book*

country to join his brother 
In 1035, Isaac B. Singer has
published widely In Yiddish 
language newspapers In New 
York. In translation, his stor 
ies have caught on among 
both Jewish and non-Jewish 
readers. Singer 1* a prolific 
writer. At the moment, for 
example, he has stories In 
four magazines, ranging 
from Playboy to the Satur 
day Evening Poet to Com 
mentary and the Hudson Re 
view. During the autumn be 
will publish another novel 
and another book for chil 
dren,

w * *
Yiddish, as opposed to the 

classic Hebrew, is the lan 
guage spoken by Eastern 
European Jew*. It is de 
scended from German of the 
Middle Ages, but over cen- 
turie* absorbed words and 
expressions from every 
country the Jews lived in. It 
Is a dying language. The de 
struction of European Jewry 
during the Hitter period; the 
rapid integration of Ameri 
can Jews and the strict limi 
tation of Jewish culture In 
Soviet Ruesia have dimin 
ished the use of Yiddish as 
a spoken and literary lan 
guage. Even in Israel it at 
frowned upon. Yet in recent 
year*, Singer noted, there 
has been a revival of Yid 
dish Utarary activity In the 
U J. And It Is betas taught 
widely   at Berkeley, with'

in the Department of Ger 
man, among other places.

In attempting to capeullxe 
his complex philosophy, 
Singer suggested that in pact 
it is based on the cabala, the 
traditional esoteric system of 
Interpreting the Scripture*, 
the belief that every word, 
letter, even accent contain 
ed mytteres nterpretable by 
those who knew the secret.

Does the idea of "God1! 
novel" fit into this? That 
would be hla own idea,   
modification of the cabala. 
For example, to bring that 
literary allusion to en es> 
treme, he suggested, one's 
fear of death might be sim 
ply a fear of closing God*! 
book before we find out tf 
it has a happy ending.

Mailbox
To the Editor

Wa would Ilka to take this 
opportunity to thank you for 
the help you gave the Fnuv 
chla. Tax Board in public*, 
ing changes in the Calif ore* 
Personal Income Tax Law.

CaUfornians were faced 
with many new problem* tt 
preparing their return* this 
year and the assistance you 
provided by helping us ex 
plain many confusing point! 
was a vital public service.

Not only did you help 
with technical matters, out 
you willingly gave us ipeoe 
as problem arees developed 
and we sent you additional 
releases at the Us* jntmtta.

We especially appreciate 
tb« space y«t ptwded to 
announce temporary offices 
and extra boon at oor reg 
ular offices. Califoraians 
owe you a vote of thtnki for 
your help, and jvu have our 
deepest appreciation.

MARTIN HUFF 
executive Officer 
Franchise Tax Board


